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China continues to move away from its
militantly atheist and radically leftist years
of the Cultural Revolution. After the death
of Mao and the overthrow of the Gang of
Four, Deng Xiaoping's Reform and Open
Door policy gave China the “Well-off
Society” (xiao-kang shehui) policy and the

current tolerance of religion policy.
%) - ) /X

More and more, what China observers can
notice is that Religions in China are being
co-opted by the government in the h h 122 $ 3
implementation of its “Harmonious Society” 3 . oo 4 .

(he-xie shehui) policy. - . ) §

In this issue of CCQ, you will read about o + + 3
President Hu Jintao visiting the dying

Bishop Fu Tieshan of Beijing, about ! N 15 4 %6 $ _$_
“Chinese Going Crazy for Confucius”, and
about the award granted by Beijing to
Amity Foundation, a “Christian NGO"...

In the same line, the People’s Daily just $ 7 8 - &
reported about the third annual Asia- £ + 8§
Europe  Meeting (ASEM) Interfaith ‘ .

Dialogue concluded in Nanjing. The two-
day dialogue co-hosted by China and Italy . . $ =
served as a platform for religious, political -

leaders and academics to address their . ' $ -
diversity and commonality of faith and

deliberate on further tapping the potential < @ ” $ 7 <
of interfaith talks in enhancing mutual = ’
understanding. B +
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Ye Xiaowen, Minister of China's State )
Administration for Religious Affairs said at

the closing ceremony: “It has been proved h 4 85 (7

by history that faith is an objective reality, it ’ . . &/
can neither be imposed nor deprived. ’ $ . . 8 ’
China adheres to the policy of freedom of
religious belief, and acknowledges the
active role religion plays in building a
harmonious society”. /s

No mention of the “opium of the people”...
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