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Editor’s Note:

Papal Pastoral Letter to
China’s Catholics
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realization depends
first and foremost upon the wisdom
and fortitude of all the Chinese
Catholics! 2
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the Resurrection of the Lord of New
Life leads us forth.

Pope’s Pastoral Concern for Chinese Catholics
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( " It was noted with particular joy that today almost

all of the bishops and priests are in communion with the Supreme
Pontiff.
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The Holy Father = = % %
$ ( decided to address a Letter to
Catholics in China. 5 ( /: 2
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5 I+ < - “No
Confrontation, But Dialogue in Truth: A
Call from Pope Benedict XVI to the PRC
and to all Chinese Faithful,”
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The Holy See called for dialogue, not

confrontation. + % 05
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Attempts by the government to establish an
independent Church have failed" <
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By opting for dialogue (
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courage and strength, as well as wisdom,
insight and a sense of discernment.
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“Both China and the Church will gain if we
dialogue to normalize that situation of un-
freedom.”
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i " " Now

the Pope invites the PRC leadership to discuss the
application of religious freedom for Catholics in

China - >@
- %% " Is the PRC
ready this time?
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My Dream
Reflections of Rev. Raphael GAO Chao Peng, from
Zhouzhi Diocese in Northwest Shaanxi Province,
currently studying for his Ph.D. at CUA.
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5 ( - not a day goes

by that | do not think about my motherland
where | was born and raised. + %
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After arriving in the USA, | &%
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% I am deeply grateful for what | have
received. + $ $
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One visit to Maryknoll ! %
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Church News

2006: A Retrospective
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? "5 & the government
has recently acknowledged that religion can play
a positive role in promoting social harmony -
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first Catholic NGO to be registered $
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By the end of 2006, the cohort of Catholic clergy,
religious and lay leaders had essentially
transitioned to a much younger profile * (
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a scarcity of vocations in the intermediate years
has re-emerged
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Shanghai Year of Evangelization
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anniversary of the birth of St. Francis Xavier
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$ large group of catechumens
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baptism at Easter" 1 Q -
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